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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a household appliance (1)
comprising a panel (2) which is produced from at least par-
tially electrically conductive material, a transparent non-con-
ductive plate (3) which is placed onto the panel (2), more than
one sensor (4) which is located on the non-conductive plate
(3) and detects the touch of the user on the non-conductive
plate (3), a circuit board (5) which evaluates the signals
received from the sensor (4) and controls the operation of the
household appliance (1) according to these signals, and at
least one transmission element (6) which transmits the signals
received from the sensor (4) to the circuit board (5).

17 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCE COMPRISING
TOUCH SENSORS

The present invention relates to a household appliance
comprising a touch sensor.

Nowadays, household appliances comprising control pan-
els with touch sensors are preferred because of their ease of
use and esthetic appearance. These sensors are placed on the
surface of a non-conductive plate and when the user contacts
the non-conductive plate, the electric field of the contacted
point is changed. The change occurred in the electric field is
evaluated by the electronic control unit connected to the sen-
sor. However, touch sensors are affected by the electromag-
netic interference generated by other conductive materials
around them that emit electric field. With the effect of the
electromagnetic interference generated by the conductive
materials, the signals received and sent by more than one side
by side touch sensors cross talk and when one touch sensor is
touched, the other touch sensors are also affected. As a result
of this, the command desired to be entered by the user is
changed and this causes the need to repeat the operation.

In the state of the art United States Patent Application No.
US2010044122, the sensing capabilities of the sensors are
provided to be improved by forming small gaps between the
drive electrodes arranged side by side.

The aim of the present invention is the realization of a
household appliance comprising a touch sensor, the detection
precision of which is improved.

The household appliance realized in order to attain the aim
of the present invention, explicated in the first claim and the
respective claims thereof, comprises a panel which has an at
least partially conductive surface, a non-conductive plate
placed onto the panel, more than one touch sensor placed onto
the non-conductive plate, a transmission element which
transmits the signals generated by the user touching the non-
conductive plate, and a circuit board which evaluates the
signals received from the sensor and controls the operation of
the appliance according to these signals.

The household appliance of the present invention com-
prises at least one spacer which is placed between the elec-
trically conductive portion of the panel and the transmission
element and which forms a gap between the electrically con-
ductive portion of the panel and the transmission element.

When the user touches the non-conductive plate located on
the panel, he/she changes the electric field of the touch sen-
sors. The electric field change information detected by the
touch sensors is transmitted to the control unit by means of the
transmission element, one end of which is connected to the
touch sensor and the other end to the electronic card. The
control unit provides the user to operate the household appli-
ance according to the received information by applying the
commands selected by the user. By means of the spacer
placed between the transmission element and the electrically
conductive portion of the panel, the transmission element is
prevented from contacting the conductive portion of the
panel. Thus, the electromagnetic interference to be generated
by the conductive portion of the panel is prevented and hence,
the touch sensors are enabled to operate more precisely.

In an embodiment of the present invention, a capacitive
touch sensor is used as a touch sensor. Thus, signal generated
in more than one coordinate on the touch sensor is provided to
be detected.

In another embodiment of the present invention, non-con-
ductive materials are used in the production of the spacer.
Since there is no electricity transmission in non-conductive
materials, formation of electromagnetic interference is pre-
vented.
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In another embodiment of the present invention, the spacer
is produced from polymeric material in suitable forms. Poly-
meric materials are used in spacer production since they are
low-cost materials that have non-conductive properties and
provide ease of processing.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the spacer
is produced in rectangular prism form. Thus, costs of mold
used in production are decreased and ease of production is
provided.

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, the
spacer is produced in half-cylinder form. Thus, the spacer of
the present invention is enabled to be produced in a cheaper
and easier manner.

In the household appliance of the present invention, the
transmission element is provided to be removed from the
conductive portion of the panel by means of the spacer placed
between the transmission element and the electrically con-
ductive portion of the panel. Thus, the effect to be formed on
the touch sensors by the electromagnetic interference, gener-
ated by the present electric field of the conductive portion of
the panel, is reduced, and the cross-talk problem to occur in
touch sensors is prevented. Accordingly, the detection preci-
sion of the touch sensors is improved.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance is a cooker.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance is an oven.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance is a washing machine.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance is a laundry dryer.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance is a dishwasher.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance is a refrigerator.

The household appliance realized in order to attain the aim
of the present invention is illustrated in the attached figures,
where:

FIG. 1—is the schematic view of a household appliance in
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2—is the schematic view of the panel, the non-con-
ductive plate, the sensor, the transmission element and the
circuit board all together.

FIG. 3—is the schematic view of an embodiment of a
spacer.

FIG. 4—is the schematic view of another embodiment of a
spacer.

The elements illustrated in the figures are numbered as
follows:

1. Household appliance

2. Panel

3. Non-conductive plate

4. Sensor

5. Circuit board

6. Transmission element

7. Spacer

Thehousehold appliance (1) comprises a panel (2) which is
produced from at least partially electrically conductive mate-
rial, a non-conductive plate (3) which is placed onto the panel
(2), more than one sensor (4) which is located on the non-
conductive plate (3) and detects the touch of the user on the
non-conductive plate (3), a circuit board (5) which evaluates
the signals received from the sensor (4) and controls the
operation of the household appliance (1) according to these
signals, and at least one transmission element (6) which trans-
mits the signals received from the sensor (4) to the circuit
board (5).
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The household appliance (1) of the present invention com-
prises at least one spacer (7) which is placed between the
panel (2) portion produced from electrically conductive mate-
rial and the transmission element (6) and prevents the trans-
mission element (6) from contacting the panel (2) portion
produced from electrically conductive material (FIG. 1, FIG.
2).

In the household appliance (1) of the present invention, the
user touches the non-conductive plate (3), placed onto the
panel (2), in order to enter the commands suitable for the
program he/she desires to operate. With the effect of touch-
ing, the voltage value, therefore, the electric field of the touch
sensors (4) change which, when there is no contact, has no
voltage value, in other words, the voltage value of which is
zero. The information about the changing voltage value of the
touch sensors (4) is transmitted to the circuit board (5) by
means of a transmission element (6), one end of which is
connected to the sensors (4) and the other end to the circuit
board (5). The circuit board (5) determines the command
entered by the user according to the change information
received from the touch sensors (4) and operates the functions
of'the household appliance (1) in compliance with these com-
mands.

In the household appliance (1) of the present invention, at
least one spacer (7) is placed between the panel (2) portion
produced from electrically conductive material and the trans-
mission element (6). Thus, the spacer (7) provides the dis-
tance between the transmission element (6) and the electri-
cally conductive metal surface of the panel (2) to increase, in
other words, removes the transmission element (6) from the
panel (2) portion produced from electrically conductive mate-
rial. Accordingly, the electromagnetic interferences to be
generated by the electric field of the panel (2) portion pro-
duced from conductive material are prevented from impairing
the precision of the touch sensors (4) and the cross-talk prob-
lem to occur in touch sensors (4) is reduced.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the touch
sensor (4) has a capacitive sensing feature. Capacitive touch
sensors are preferred since they have the capability to sense at
more than one area on their surface and provide ease of
calibration.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the spacer
(7) is produced from non-conductive material. Since the non-
conductive material does not have the capability to transmit
electricity, it does not form electric fields and therefore, elec-
tromagnetic interferences are prevented from being gener-
ated.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the spacer
(7) is produced from polymeric material. Polymeric materials
are long-lasting and low-cost materials that have non-conduc-
tive properties and that can be processed easily. Furthermore,
they provide ease of use and production.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the spacer
(7) is produced in rectangular prism form. Thus, costs of mold
are decreased and therefore, the opportunity for an economi-
cal production is provided (FIG. 3).

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, the
spacer (7) is produced in half-cylinder form. Thus, the spacer
(7) is provided to be produced in a low-cost and easy manner
(FIG. 4).

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance (1) is a cooker.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance (1) is an oven.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance (1) is a washing machine.
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In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance (1) is a laundry dryer.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance (1) is a dishwasher.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the house-
hold appliance (1) is a refrigerator.

In the household appliance (1) of the present invention, the
contact between the transmission element (6) and the electri-
cally conductive portion of the panel (2) is lost by means of
the spacer (7) located between the panel (2) portion produced
from electrically conductive material and the transmission
element (6), and the electromagnetic interferences and noise
to be generated by the electric field of the electrically con-
ductive portion of the panel (2) are prevented. Accordingly,
the detection performance of the touch sensors (4) is enabled
to be improved.

It is to be understood that the present invention is not
limited by the embodiments disclosed above and a person
skilled in the art can easily introduce different embodiments.
These should be considered within the scope ofthe protection
postulated by the claims of the present invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A household appliance (1) comprising

a panel (2) which is produced from at least partially elec-
trically conductive material,

a non-conductive plate (3) which is placed onto the panel
@)

more than one sensor (4) which is located on the non-
conductive plate (3) and detects the touch of the user on
the non-conductive plate (3),

a circuit board (5) placed on the panel separately from the
non-conductive plate and which evaluates the signals
received from the sensor (4) and controls the operation
of the household appliance (1) according to these sig-
nals, and

at least one transmission element (6) which transmits the
signals received from the more than one sensor (4) to the
circuit board (5),

and at least one spacer (7) which is placed on the panel (2)
and between the panel (2) portion produced from elec-
trically conductive material and the transmission ele-
ment (6) and prevents the transmission element (6) from
contacting the panel (2) portion produced from electri-
cally conductive material.

2. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, characterized

by the touch sensor (4) with capacitive sensing feature.

3. The household appliance (1) as in claim 2, characterized
by the spacer (7) that is produced from non-conductive mate-
rial.

4. The household appliance (1) as in claim 3, characterized
by the spacer (7) that is produced from polymeric material.

5. The household appliance (1) as in claim 4, characterized
by the spacer (7) that is in rectangular prism form.

6. The household appliance (1) as in claim 4, characterized
by the spacer (7) that is in half-cylinder form.

7. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, which is a
cooker.

8. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, which is an
oven.

9. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, which is a
washing machine.

10. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, which is a
laundry dryer.

11. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, which is a
dishwasher.

12. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, which is a
refrigerator.
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13. The houschold appliance (1) as in claim 1, character-
ized by the spacer (7) that is produced from non-conductive
material.

14. The housechold appliance (1) as in claim 1, character-
ized by the spacer (7) that is produced from polymeric mate-
rial.

15. The household appliance (1) as in claim 1, character-
ized by the spacer (7) that is in rectangular prism form.

16. The houschold appliance (1) as in claim 1, character-
ized by the spacer (7) that is in half-cylinder form.

17. A household appliance (1) comprising

apanel (2) having a first region and a second region which

is produced from at least partially electrically conduc-
tive material,
a non-conductive plate (3) which is placed onto the first
region of the panel (2),

more than one sensor (4) which is located on the non-
conductive plate (3) and detects the touch of the user on
the non-conductive plate (3),
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a circuit board (5) placed on the second region of the panel
wherein the panel (2) is at least partially electrically
conductive between the first region and the second
region and which evaluates the signals received from the
more than one sensor (4) and controls the operation of
the household appliance (1) according to these signals,
and

at least one transmission element (6) which transmits the
signals received from the sensor (4) to the circuit board
()

and at least one spacer (7) which is placed between the
panel (2) portion produced from electrically conductive
material and the transmission element (6) and prevents
the transmission element (6) from contacting the panel
(2) portion produced from electrically conductive mate-
rial.



